VA Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control Programs and Initiatives

· The Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) has established a new partnership with police, community groups, agencies and citizens throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia. The ABC Community Advisory Council was created and designed to provide additional vision, insight, accountability and support to ABC as well as provide resources to improve communication for community issues/needs, crime prevention, new laws and regulations and to make our communities better and safer places.  With the council meeting in four regions of the Commonwealth, ABC is taking the basic concepts of community policing and expanding it to a statewide level to hear concerns from its customers on dealings with licensed establishments, underage drinking, issues with ABC stores and much more.


· ABC has worked vigorously to strengthen the recycling program by establishing an Environmental Management Development Committee.  The committee has been working hard to evaluate and implement the many ways in which the agency can decrease its energy usage, safeguard against improper disposal of hazardous materials and contribute less to the waste stream.  ABC is recycling roughly 45,000 wooden pallets annually at its warehouse facility, maintaining 70-72 degree thermostat settings in the winter and 75 degree settings in the summer during business hours and 68-degree settings when closed.  Desk-side recycling boxes are in place for each Central Office employee.  This program fulfills part of ABC’s core mission of providing revenue for the Commonwealth and running an efficient retail business.


· ABC has partnered with several state agencies and private organizations to promote prevention through education.  ABC, with the support of the Alcohol and Aging Awareness Group (AAAG), is distributing a brochure entitled, “The Best is Yet to Come”.  This literature promotes older adults maintaining a healthy lifestyle and emphasizes obtaining knowledge about alcohol and medication interactions, the effect alcohol may have on older adults and resources available if help is needed.  In addition, AAAG and ABC are sponsoring educational presentations for older adults, as well as training sessions for health professionals and other service providers.

· As one of many alcohol education initiatives, ABC sponsors the annual College Conference, which is the largest conference in the Commonwealth dedicated to preventing and reducing underage and high-risk drinking and alcohol-related injuries, fatalities and problems on campuses.  Every year, college students from around the state meet to discuss prevention of alcohol abuse on their campuses.  The conference seeks to provide a common ground for students, campus staff and faculty, community leaders, coalition members, community prevention professionals, campus and local law enforcement by focusing on underage drinking and alcohol abuse prevention.


· With alcohol being a significant risk factor for traffic fatalities during the holiday season, ABC partnered with three state agencies in the Highway Safety Challenge initiative to encourage Virginians to take precautions and avoid being Virginia’s next traffic fatality.  VDOT, Virginia State Police and DMV worked with ABC on this public safety initiative to spread the message to ABC store customers at point of sale.  Nearly one million bags bearing the Highway Safety Challenge message were distributed statewide during the Christmas and New Year’s holiday season.  Printed with the message: “Don’t be Virginia’s next traffic fatality,” the bags featured safety tips such as, “Drive drug and alcohol free; Buckle up and Obey speed limits.”  Additionally, signs were placed in each ABC store featuring the traffic safety messages, a partner list and the Highway Safety Challenge Web site address.


· Partnerships are at the heart of the prevention program at ABC.  The agency provides thousands of dollars in grant funding to enhance prevention coalitions through Rural Law Enforcement, Community Coalition and Operation Undergrad grants.  Grant monies are used to address the issues associated with underage drinking, to promote a more prominent presence for alcohol education and enforcement initiatives and to foster partnerships among the campus law enforcement departments, local ABC Bureau of Law Enforcement officers and collegiate substance abuse coordinators.  ABC is committed to working with its partners and strengthening efforts to promote zero tolerance for underage consumption.

